Exclusion and inclusion criteria
It is important to differentiate clinical medicine [ Included: Articles about experimental and investigative surgery published in scientific journals that can be located in different databases; information that can be found in Web of Science and indexed journals. It is important to emphasize the initiative of the Brazilian government to establish postgraduate programs, developing research all over the country 4 . There are now, in Brazil, 47 master's and PhD degree programs in surgery, inspected by CAPES every three years. Scientific production has significantly increased, resulting in articles published in indexed journals. This policy motivated the launching of ACTA CIRÚRGICA BRASILEIRA, in 1986, which became the only journal in Latin America that is devoted to original manuscripts on experimental surgery research.
After its first year (1987), the Journal was indexed in Latin American and Caribbean Health Science Literature (LILACS) database, administered by BIREME -Latin American and Caribbean Center on Health Sciences Information -in Brazil, which also receives contribution from Latin American and Caribbean countries and is a specialized center of the Pan-American Health Organization/ World Health Organization.
In 1997, the Journal was indexed in the Scientific Electronic Library Online (SciELO), also administered by BIREME 5 . This led to a great advance in the Journal visibility and accessibility, improving its impact factor. In 2005, the Journal was indexed in MEDLINE and PubMed, produced by National Library of Medicine (NLM), United States; EMBASE, produced by Elsevier, Netherlands; and Latindex system (http://www.latindex.org), administered by Universidad Nacional Autónoma of Mexico (UNE).
• It is now waiting to be indexed in Science Citation Index (SCI), Science Citation Index Expanded (SCIE) and Social Sciences Citation Index of Thomson Scientific (the former Institute for Scientific Information -ISI), United States.
All those databases are periodically updated and can be accessed by everyone.
The Journal received important support by:
The Scientific Publication Support Program of the National Council for Scientific and Technological Development (CNPq), Brazilian Ministry of Science and Technology.
On September 17, 1987, the BRAZILIAN SOCIETY FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF SURGICAL RESEARCH (SOBRADPEC) was founded and Acta Cirúrgica Brasileira became its official journal.
The Society has 23 branches in Brazil and the president of each branch is a surgery professor. Every two years, a Congress on EXPERIMENTAL SURGERY is held in a different state of Brazil. So far, ten meetings happened and each of them had its Supplement published in Acta Cirúrgica Brasileira, including abstracts and full text (available since 1997 at www.scielo.br/acb). Since its beginning, the purpose of SOBRADPEC was to congregate researchers, stimulating scientific investigation and promoting knowledge interchange among either national or international institutions. The society gathers those who cultivate the gift for both teaching and research. Its meetings have contributed to many articles from either PhD or master's thesis of the various postgraduate programs of Brazilian Universities. Brazilian and Latin American journals are little represented in international databases in relation to the total number of indexed journals. Authors from developed countries tend to cite articles published in their home countries and in their language; however, authors from developing countries mostly cite journals published in developed countries, preferentially those indexed in ISI database. Articles about surgery are published in surgery journals or scattered in journals of other areas or general health sciences 6 . There are 23 peer-reviewed Brazilian journals devoted to surgery. Articles published in journals covering surgical procedures, clinical investigation or health-related research were separated from those published in journals covering investigative or experimental surgery mainly in laboratory animals 7 . Latin-American surgery journals can be found in available databases:
Journals covering experimental surgery only:
• Acta Cirúrgica Brasileira (Brazil) -in MEDLINE, SciELO and LILACS The webpage http://www.scielo.org/ is designed to allow access to SciELO's network of websites. Searches on SciELO's existing collection can involve the whole network or just a particular country. Its statistics module provides the journals' bibliometrics and usage indicators, complementing the international impact indexes. In SciELO Brazil collection, there are also indicators of collaboration between countries (co-authorship) and number of accesses to the journals. The impact factor in SciELO is calculated based on two and three-year periods 8 . SciELO, March 2006 There is a clear difference between the areas.
JOURNALS
In ISI/JCR, there are 11 Brazilian journals covering the health area but none of them is about surgery.
Indexed in MEDLINE are 30 Brazilian journals, four on surgery:
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Conclusion
Although the percentage of investigative surgery journals in international databases is small, Latin American journals are well represented in regional databases such as LILACS and SciELO, which allow greater visibility. The exposure provided by SciELO led to an increase in citations from Acta Cirúrgica Brasileira within the universe of Brazilian journals. The availability of full texts at SciELO collection will certainly contribute to an increase in the number of accesses and citations of articles published in its journals, also by the international scientific community.
